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source of encouragement to those striving for peace and non-
violence.
The Doukhobors are a Russian peace sect. They observe
ascetic rules of conduct, are strict vegetarians, are opposed to
all forms of violence and deny allegiance to any authority that
is not divine. Aylmer Maude calls them "essentially anar-
chistic".86 During two hundred years of their existence they
have suffered intensely for their pacific convictions. In the
nineties of the last century they were harshly persecuted for
their refusal to serve in the army. Many of them migrated to
Canada in 1899 and have come into conflict with the Govern-
ment there also. In Russia, too, the new communist regime had
to persecute them for their stern refusal to enlist in the army
and their dogged resistance to collective farms on the ground
that these serve man rather than God.
Coming to the middle of the nineteenth century, the French
revolutionary, Anselm Bellegarigue, anticipated to some extent
Gandhiji's political technique. He believed that all government
was based on violence and hence was an evil and preached the
"theory of calm" to overcome the government by a refusal of
assistance, i.e., by "abstention and inertia".87
"Jjandhiji was influenced by the words and actions of
Henry David Thoreau, the well-known American anarchist who
refused to pay his taxes as a protest against slavery in America.
He was the first to use the term 'civil disobedience' in one of his
speeches in 1849. Gandhiji, however, did not derive his idea of
civil disobedience from the writings of Thoreau. The resis-
tance to authority in South Africa was well advanced before he
got the essay of Thoreau on civil disobedience. The movement
was then known as Passive Resistance. Gandhiji began to use
Thoreau's phrase to explain the struggle to the English readers,
but he found that even 'civil disobedience' failed to convey the
full meaning of the struggle. So he adopted the phrase 'civil
resistance3.88 ^
Thoreau s theory may be summed up as the maximum of
co-operation with all people and institutions when they lead
towards good and non-co-operation when they promote evil.
86 A. Maude quoted by G. M. Case, cited above, p. 115.
87 B. de Ligt, cited above, pp. 109-10.
88 Gandhiji's letter to Kodandarao, dated Sept. 10, 1935.